
The red dot on a Cosmo tire indicates the high point of radial 
runout (the sti�est or highest spot of the tire). If the wheel is 
marked by the manufacturer with a dimple, paint mark, or 
sticker denoting its low point, align the red dot on the tire 
with that wheel mark. This alignment minimizes vibration and 
optimizes ride quality.

The yellow dot indicates the lightest point of the tire. If the 
wheel is not marked with a runout indicator, align the yellow 
dot with the valve stem, which represents the heaviest 
point of the wheel assembly. This procedure minimizes the 
amount of wheel weights required during balancing.

• When both red and yellow dots are present and the wheel has a low-point mark � Red dot takes priority.
• When the wheel has no low-point mark � Align the yellow dot with the valve stem.
• Always inspect both the tire and rim for cleanliness, damage, or burrs prior to mounting.
• Use an approved, non-petroleum-based mounting lubricant.
• After seating, verify concentricity and balance per manufacturer specifications.

Improper mounting may cause tire or rim failure and serious injury. Only trained technicians using proper 
equipment and safety cages should mount or inflate tires. Always follow OSHA, RMA/USTMA, and wheel 
manufacturer guidelines. Inflate tires only to the recommended seating pressure before balancing, then adjust to 
specified operating pressure.

This bulletin is intended solely as a general recommendation from Cosmo Tires, a division of Tire Group 
International, LLC. Procedures may vary based on wheel design, equipment, and application. Cosmo Tires assumes 
no liability for injury, damage, or loss resulting from improper mounting, over-inflation, or misuse of this 
information. Users must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local safety regulations. Always refer to the 
vehicle manufacturer’s placard and the current Cosmo Tires Product & Safety Manual for detailed guidance.
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